IAHR e-Bulletin Supplement — January 2026

All featured 1mages from the XXIIT IAHR World Congress in Krakow were taken by Anna Wojnar.

This IAHR e-Bulletin Supplement provides an overview of key developments,
decisions, and activities of the IAHR for 2026, revisiing the XXIII World
Congress in Krakow and looking ahead to major initiatives in the coming year. We
hope you will find this overview both nformative and stimulating. Further
mformation about the JAHR and its activities 1s available on the official JAHR

website and through its official Facebook group.

For the IAHR Executive Commuttee,
Andrea Rota, IAHR Secretary General



https://www.iahrweb.org/
https://www.iahrweb.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/173035639442222/
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Warm Greetings from the New IAHR EC

~‘\0> xh“

In this first IAHR e-Bulletin Supplement of 2026, the newly elected IAHR
Executive Committee extends its warm greetings to all IAHR member, affiliated,
and regional associations and societies.

The Executive Committee for the 2025-2030 term was elected at the XXIIT IAHR World Congress,
held in Krakow in August 2025. It 1s composed as follows:

President, Satoko Fujiwara

Vice-Presidents, Milda AliSauskiené and Amarjiva Lochan
Secretary General, Andrea Rota

Deputy Secretary General, Ales Crni¢

Treasurer, Amy L. Allocco

Deputy Treasurer, David Thurfjell

Publications Officer, Gritt Klinkhammer

Further members, Blanca Solares Altamirano, Denzl Chetty, Aaron W. Hughes, and Will
Sweetman.

The IAHR Executive Committee for the 2025-2030 term looks forward to working closely with the
officers of all IAHR member, affihated, and regional associations and societies to promote the

academic study of religion globally and to foster international collaboration among scholars in the

field. In pursuing these goals, the Executive Committee remains firmly committed to non-

confessional and non-apologetical scholarship, as framed by the IAHR Constitution.



https://www.iahrweb.org/constitution.php

IAHR World Congresses

Looking back to the XXIIl World Congress in Krakow

The XXIII IAHR World Congress, held in Krakow from 24 to 30 August 2025 under the theme
“Out of Europe: Studying Religion(s) i Interconnected Worlds,” was a major milestone for the
mternational community of scholars of religion. With participants from over fifty countries, the
Congress marked a decisive return to large-scale, in-person IAHR meetings following the disruption
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. Hosted in Krakow, a long-standing center of academic life, the
Congress offered a stimulating setting for renewed exchange and for critical reflection on the global

and mterconnected character of the study of religion today.

The XXIIT IAHR World Congress attracted 1,058 participants from 58 countries
worldwide. It featured 460 papers and seven films, presented in 111 closed panels,
50 open panels, and 26 roundtables. A total of 45 partial travel grants supported

participants in attending the Congress and its related activities.

The success of the Congress rested above all on the outstanding work of the Local Organizing
Committee—Profs. Elzbieta Przybyt-Sadowska, Agata Swierzowska, and Lech Trzcionkowski—and
their team at Jagiellonian University in Krakow, working in close collaboration with the Polish Society
for the Study of Religions. Through their sustained commitment, careful planning, and generous
hospitality, they created the conditions for a rich academic program and a strong sense of collegial
engagement. The IAHR extends its sincere thanks to the organizers, volunteers, and partners whose

efforts made the Krakow Congress an especially successful and memorable event.



Six new associations and societies were officially welcomed to the IAHR at the
2025 World Congress, four as national associations and socleties, and two as

affiliated associations.

The 2025 World Congress in Krakow also provided an opportunity to formally welcome new
members into the IAHR. The IAHR Executive Committee 1s pleased to extend a renewed welcome

to

e The Bangladesh Society for the Study of Culture and Religion (member society)

e The Slovenian Association for the Study of Religions (member association)

e The Israeli Association for the Study of Religions (member association)

¢ The Association for the Study of Religion in Indonesia (member association, readmitted)
e The Society of Biblical Literature (affiliated society)

e The International Association for the Psychology of Religion (affiliated association)

The IAHR Executive Committee looks forward to working closely with officers and meeting

members of these organizations.

The proceedings of the XXIII IAHR World Congress will be published shortly.

A detailed overview of the XXIII World Congress will be published shortly in the Congress
Proceedings. They will include, among other matenals, the minutes of the International Committee
Meeting and the General Assembly. The IAHR Executive Committee 1s grateful to the Congress

organizers for their work i preparing these important documents.

Looking ahead to the XXIV IAHR World Congress in 2030

Following the remarkable success of the 2025 World Congress, attention already turns to the next
TAHR World Congress, to be held in 2030. The location of the XXIV IAHR global gathering of
scholars of religion has not yet been determined as the call for bids remains open until 31 March
2026. IAHR member associations and societies interested mn hosting the Congress are mvited to
contact the IAHR Secretary General, Andrea Rota, and the IAHR President, Satoko Fujiwara.

Member associations interested i hosting the XXIV TAHR World Congress n
2030 can submit their bid until 31 March 2026 by contacting the IAHR Secretary
General and President.




The IAHR Executive Commuttee will select the winning bid at its next in-person meeting, planned for

September 2026. The official decision will be announced shortly thereafter.

IAHR In-Person and Online Activities for 2026

IAHR Special and Regional Conferences

Four events taking place in 2026 were granted the status of IAHR Special or Regional Conferences.
Further information on each event 1s available on the respective websites listed below.

TIAHR Special Conference. International Study of Religion in Eastern and Central Europe
Association (ISORECEA), Bratislava, Slovakia, April 16-19, 2026.
“(De-)Institutionalisation of Religious Life in Times of Geopolitical Turbulence.”

https://www.isorecea.net

IAHR Special Conference. International Association for the Cognitive and Evolutionary
Sciences of Religion (IACESR), Brno, Czech Republic, July 1-3, 2026. “Interdisciplinary
Approaches to the Scentific Study of Religion: Celebrating 20 Years of IACESR.”
https://1acesr.com/conferences

IAHR Regional Conference. African Association for the Study of Religions (AASR),
Gaborone, Botswana, July 28-30, 2026. “Spirituality, Gender, and Agency in African
Religions.” https://www.a-asr.org/aasr-conference-2026



https://www.isorecea.net/
https://iacesr.com/conferences/
https://www.a-asr.org/aasr-conference-2026/

e JAHR Regional Conference. European Association for the Study of Religions (EASR),
Bucharest, Romania, September 20-25, 2026. “ Religion 360°.” https://www.religions360.eu

The IAHR Executive Committee warmly acknowledges the commitment of the organizing teams in
advancing the goals and 1deals of the IAHR, wishes them every success in the realization of these
events, and encourages all readers to participate. Participation 1s also open to scholars who are not

members of these associations; however, for some conferences, registration fees may vary.

All papers presented by graduate students at these events are eligible for the IAHR

Best Graduate Student Paper Awards.

IAHR Best Graduate Student Paper Awards

Since 2025, the IAHR, in collaboration with the Bulletin for the Study of Religion and the publisher
Equimox, promotes the IAHR Best Graduate Student Paper Awards, open to graduate student
members of any IAHR member association.

To be eligible for the award, a student paper must be nominated by an officer of the IAHR member
association to which the student belongs; each member association may nominate up to two papers
per year. Eligible papers must be original, unpublished, and presented at an IAHR World Congress
or IAHR Regional or Special Conference. All nomiated papers are peer-reviewed, and up to four
are selected annually for publication in the Bulletin. In addition to publication, award recipients
receive three years of free access to the Equinox Religion Library. Further details and submission
information are available on the Award’s webpage.

IAHR Summer/Winter School

From August 9 to 21, 2026, the Estonian Society for the Study of Religions will host, with the support
of the IAHR, a workshop titled “Study of Religion without an Object? Global Perspectives.”

The workshop addresses ongoing debates about how the study of religion can meaningfully
conceptualize its object of study m light of sustained critiques of reification and deconstruction. It
aims to explore theoretically and empirically viable ways of navigating a middle ground in which
concepts function as analytical or heuristic tools without presupposing fixed or essentialized entities.
Bringing together theoretical reflections, methodological discussions, and case studies, the workshop
seeks to clarify how different research paradigms understand the object of study and to assess the
consequences of these conceptual choices for scholarly practice in the study of religion.

PhD students and early-career scholars are warmly encouraged to apply. The call for papers and

further information are available on the website of the Lstonian Society for the Study of Religions.



https://www.religions360.eu/
https://www.iahrweb.org/gradstudentpaperaward.php
https://eaus.ee/en/welcome/

This workshop 1s the first event to benefit from the new IAHR Summer/Winter
School Grant, which provides financial support of up to EUR 5,000. The deadline
for applications for the 2027 cycle 1s October 31, 2026. Further information is

available on the Grant’s webpage.

IAHR Webinars
Historia y Teorfa de las Religiones en América Latina

The TAHR Executive Committee 1s pursuing closer cooperation with the IAHR’s national and
regional associations in South America. To this end, the IAHR and its Latin American partners are
planning a series of webinars in Spanish with English subtitles, titled Historia y Teoria de las
Religiones en América Latina.

The first webinar in the series will take place via Zoom on Tuesday, March 24, 2026, at 11:00 am
(Mexico time). It will focus on El cristanismo en la Nueva Espana: Catequesis, fiesta, milagros y
represion (2020) by Antonio Rubial and will feature a panel of scholars from several Latin American
countries in conversation with the author, moderated by IAHR Executive Committee member

Blanca Solares Altamirano.

The webinar 1s open to all and can be attended free of charge via the following Zoom hnk:
https://uio.zoom.us/}/69963664147 Ppwd=azP0irEAKbV4ad Giamx6]LB1yvTvdaY.1

TAHR - SBL/EABS Webinars on Culturally Central Texts

The IAHR Executive Committee, represented by Aaron Hughes, 1s pleased to renew its collaboration
with the Society of Biblical Literature and the Furopean Association of Biblical Studies in promoting
the research mitiative on Culturally Central Texts, spearheaded by Prof. Ehud Ben Zyi.

The inmitiative focuses on texts that have functioned as culturally central or foundational in a wide
range of societies, shaping collective identity, socialization, and systems of authornty, whether
attributed to divine or human origins and whether commonly classified as “religious” or not. It aims
to foster comparative research on the emergence, interpretation, and social roles of such texts, as well
as on the specialists who claim authority over their meaning. To this end, the project seeks to
establish regular sessions at academic conferences, encouraging cross-cultural and nterdisciplinary

dialogue on culturally central texts and their broader social dynamics.

The TAHR, in collaboration with the SBL,, the EABS, and cognate orgamzations, 1s planning a series
of webinars throughout 2026. More information about the first event will be shared shortly.


https://www.iahrweb.org/summerwintergrants.php
https://uio.zoom.us/j/69963664147?pwd=azP0irE4KbV4adGiamx6JLB1yTydaY.1
https://www.sbl-site.org/
https://www.eabs.net/s/?language=en_US

IAHR Women Scholars Network (WSN)

New IAHR WSN Coordinators Appointed

Two new coordinators of the IAHR Women Scholars Network have been appointed following the
2025 World Congress. They are:

e Carolina Greising, Montevideo, Uruguay
e Jessica Albrecht, Erlangen-Niirnberg, Germany

1l .
Carolina Greising Jessica Albrecht

The IAHR Executive Committee warmly thanks them for their willingness to serve in these roles and

also extends its sincere gratitude to the previous coordinators, Amy Allocco and Milda Alsauskiené,
for their longstanding dedication to this important IAHR initiative.

The IAHR Women Scholars Network provides an iternational forum for women working in the
academic study of religion. Its primary aim 1s to foster scholarly exchange under the auspices of the
IAHR, while also strengthening professional connections and collegial ties developed through
participation in IAHR activities. The Network offers a space for dialogue on shared academic and
professional interests within the global community of scholars of religion. Further information on the
Network’s structures and goals 1s available on its official website.


https://www.iahrweb.org/wsn/steering.php

IAHR WSN Events

The WSN conducts regular meetings at regional conferences, such as the 2026 EASR conference in
Bucharest. Furthermore, it connects its members throughout the year through an ongoing webinar
series. If you have suggestions for webinar topics, such as the discussion of a specific book, theory, or

approach, as well as webinars on early or late career support, please reach out to the coordinators.

Honorary Life Members (HLM)
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New Honorary Life Members Appointed

At the International Committee Meeting in Krakow, three new Honorary Life Members were
appointed upon the recommendation of the Honorary Life Membership Advisory Commuttee. The
International Committee approved the conferral of Honorary Life Membership on:

e Prof. Tim Jensen
e Prof. Kim Knott
e Prof. Ivan Strenski

Tim Jensen Kim Knott Ivan Strenski

The Advisory Committee for the 2020-2025 term consisted of Prof. Brian Bocking (Chair), Prof.
Akio Tsukimoto, and Prof. Rosalind I. J. Hackett. The IAHR warmly congratulates the newly elected
Honorary Life Members and thanks the Advisory Committee for its careful work and thoughtful

recommendations.

The Committee’s letter of recommendation will be published as part of the Proceedings of the XXIII
TAHR World Congress.
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https://www.youtube.com/@iahrofficial8467
https://www.youtube.com/@iahrofficial8467

New HLM Advisory Committee Elected

At the International Committee Meeting in Krakow, a new Honorary Life Membership Advisory
Committee was appointed for the 2025-2030 term. The committee consists of:

e Prof. Rosalind 1. J. Hackett
e Prof. Hubert Seiwert
e Prof. Abdulkader Tayob

The IAHR warmly thanks all three colleagues for their willingness to serve in this capacity.

IAHR member societies and associations are reminded of their right to propose candidates for
Honorary Life Membership. In accordance with IAHR procedures, each member society or
assoclation may nominate one or two candidates, while the Executive Committee may propose up to
three candidates. Nominations are mvited one year before each meeting of the International
Committee. The Secretary General will formally circulate a call for nominations one year in advance
of the International Committee Meeting, indicating the deadline and further details.

Reminders and Deadlines

These are important upcoming deadlines for applying for IAHR funding and support.
IAHR Regional and Special Conferences

Applications for IAHR Regional or Special Conference status should, in principle, be submitted to
the TAHR Secretary General no later than 12 months before the event. Further information is
available on the webpages describing IAHR Special Conference and IAHR Regional Conference
status.
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https://www.iahrweb.org/special.php
https://www.iahrweb.org/regional.php

TAHR Summer/Winter School Grant

The deadline to apply for an IAHR Summer/Winter School Grant for events to be held in 2027 1s
October 31, 2026. Applications should be addressed to the IAHR Secretary General. Further details

are available on the Grant’s webpage.

IAHR Best Graduate Student Paper Awards

All papers presented by students at IAHR Regional or Special Conferences in 2026 are eligible for
the JAHR Best Graduate Student Paper Awards. The submission deadline 1s December 31, 2026.
Detailled rules for nomination and submission are availlable on the Award’s webpage.

Correspondence to nominate a paper should be addressed to Declan McCarthy
(dmccarthy@equinoxpub.com).

TAHR Open Access Publication Grant (IAHR Book Series: The Study of Religion in a Global
Context)

Applications for the TAHR Open Access Publication Grant are accepted on a rolling basis.
Information on eligibility criteria and the application procedure 1s available on the Publication Grant’s

webpage.

Contact information

Visit our official website: https://www.ahrweb.org

Follow us on our official Facebook group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/173035639442222

Inquiries about the IAHR can be addressed by email to the IAHR Secretary General, Prof. Andrea
Rota, andrea.rota@ikos.uio.no.


https://www.iahrweb.org/summerwintergrants.php
https://www.iahrweb.org/gradstudentpaperaward.php
https://www.iahrweb.org/bookseries.php
https://www.iahrweb.org/bookseries.php
https://www.iahrweb.org/index.php
https://www.facebook.com/groups/173035639442222/
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